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Introduction

One mistake shouldn’t cost you your future. Yet if you recently got
stopped for DUl in Myrtle Beach — your future and freedom depend on
what happens next. So what do you need to do? What should you avoid
doing? How can you put this scary experience in the rear window and
learn important lessons from what you’ve been through?

Before we answer these questions, let’s put your arrest into context.

A recent poll by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) found that 20 percent of U.S. drivers admit to having driven
under the influence in the past year. Sixty-six percent of those polled -
two in three! — admitted to drinking and driving in the past month.

These poll numbers indicate that driving under the influence (DUI) is a
common mistake. It’s a mistake we’re all wisest to avoid, obviously —
but it is also a mistake whose consequences get much steeper if you are
charged with a crime as a result.

One mistake shouldn’t cost you your future and lead to endless self-
recrimination. But it can become the “wake-up call” that helps you
become a better driver and a more mindful consumer of alcohol.

A DUI charge can leave you feeling frustrated, helpless, and hopeless.
To help you reclaim control over the next steps in your life, we’ve
created this book. Here, you’ll find the information you need to make
smart choices and move forward.
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Here’s what we’ll be covering:
Section 1: What to Do IMMEDIATELY After Your Myrtle Beach DUI

Starting at the moment you first get pulled over by police, we’ll discuss
every major step you should take during the first week after your DUI.
We'll talk about what evidence you should collect, how to protect your
driving privileges, what to do if you were in an accident, and how to
find the right DUI attorney for you. We'll also talk about how to “triage”
other major concerns in your life, like work, childcare, and
transportation.

Section 2: Crafting a Smart, Aggressive DUl Defense

In this section, we’ll prepare you for court by covering the “building
blocks” of a strong DUI defense case. We'll talk about the strategies
your lawyer can use to challenge the charges you face, discuss the
limitations of testing like blood and breath tests, and introduce your
Constitutional rights and where they apply. Finally, we’ll cover the
steps in your case, from the initial charges to the courtroom process
and how to appeal an unfavorable result.

Section 3: Answers to FAQs About Myrtle Beach DUI Defense

Every DUl defense is different —and you’re certain to have questions
about your specific situation. Here, we cover several of the most
common questions, including:

* What if | injured someone during my DUI?
* What if | was stopped for a DUI that involved drugs?
5

Call the Greg McCollum Complete Legal Defense Team at (843) 626-5480 for a
confidential consultation with an experienced South Carolina DUI attorney; or visit
http://completelegaldefenseteam.com/ for more information.



* I’'m from out of state, and I’m facing a DUI in Myrtle Beach. What
do | need to know?

* | got stopped for DUI, but | was under the legal limit. What’s going
on?

* How can | help my college-age child or family member face a DUI
in Myrtle Beach?

* What resources are available to help with possible addiction?

What can | do to make sure this never happens again?

Section 4: Myrtle Beach DUI Resources

Since even the most comprehensive guide to DUl cannot answer every
guestion, we’ve put together a list of resources to help you. Here, you'll
find contact information for counseling centers, rent-a-car businesses,
and other services that can help you take care of errands and put your
life back on track.
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Section 1: What to Do IMMEDIATELY After
Your Myrtle Beach DUI

Immediately after an DUI, your life may feel like it belongs to someone
else. One minute you were at the bar, hanging out with your friends
and enjoying your free time. The next, you were in police custody,
uncertain what charges you would face and even more unsure how
those charges will change your life.

If you're feeling regret or remorse for your decision — or if you tried to
drink responsibly and were arrested anyway — you need to know what
your rights and options are. A DUI conviction doesn’t just create a
criminal record or force you to pay fines or serve probation. Its impacts
can be far-reaching, and they can negatively affect your life long after
you’'ve served whatever sentence the court imposed.

You don’t deserve to lose everything because you made one mistake.
Before you agree to plead guilty or accept any other penalties for a DUI,
you need to understand the process and what your options are. This
section aims to help you do just that.

Establishing the Timeline

From the moment you are pulled over, the facts and events that unfold
will affect your DUI case. But it’s not always easy to remember what
happened. If it was your first time being stopped on suspicion of DUI,
you just went through a process that was completely new to you. You
were under stress — and stress makes it difficult for the brain to collect
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and process new memories. And the human memory becomes less
reliable as time passes.

To present a consistent defense, you’ll need to nail down the timeline
and keep your facts as accurate as possible. Start here:

* Write down everything you remember about the arrest, in the
order that you remember it happening. Do this as soon as you can
after you are arrested.

* Compare your notes with time-stamped records like receipts,
text messages, or phone calls. Use the records to help you figure
out when things happened.

* Don’t forget about photographs. Not only do most digital
photographs have the time and date encoded in their metadata,
but the photo itself can help show that you were alert and
focused that evening.

* Get statements from witnesses. Your witnesses might be
passengers who were in your vehicle, other people at the bar
(including the bartender), or anyone who stopped to help at the
scene of an accident.

* See a doctor. Your medical examination should thoroughly
document your current health and explore the potential influence
of any medical conditions or medications.
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* Get video and photographs at the scene. Track down any other
footage, like footage from security cameras or traffic lights. These
images can help establish what happened and also clarify the
exact layout of the location where you were stopped, or where an
accident took place.

As you gather evidence, you might run into resistance from police,
witnesses, or even your own family. “You were drinking,” they might
say. “Your breath test proved it. There’s nothing to fight. Just accept
the charges.”

The fact is that most DUI cases aren’t “open and shut.” To get you
convicted, the prosecution has to prove every element of a DUI charge
beyond a reasonable doubt. If even one element of the charge is open
to reasonable doubt, you must be found “not guilty.”

The evidence you collect — witness statements, medical records,
photographs, reports, receipts — pin down the details. They
demonstrate both what did happen, and what we cannot know
happened. With the facts straight, it’s easier to create “reasonable
doubt,” even when the prosecution has mentioned all the evidence
that seems to weigh against you. For many people, the details are the
difference between a “guilty” or a “not guilty.”

What About My Driver’s License?

When you are arrested on suspicion of DUI, depending upon the breath
test reading, South Carolina police may confiscate your driver’s license.

9

Call the Greg McCollum Complete Legal Defense Team at (843) 626-5480 for a
confidential consultation with an experienced South Carolina DUI attorney; or visit
http://completelegaldefenseteam.com/ for more information.



If the police took you license, there are steps to take to apply for a
temporary drivers license.

If you refused to submit to a breath test during the stop, your license
may be suspended for up to six months. If this was the second time you
refused a breath test during the stop, however, your license may be
suspended for one year.

This suspension is called an “administrative suspension.” It is connected
to the arrest, not to a conviction. You can, however, challenge the
administrative suspension at a hearing — and you can (and should!)
have the lawyer of your choice represent you at that hearing.

You can apply for a Temporary Alcohol License (TAL) after a DUI arrest.
You can also challenge the administrative suspension at a hearing —and
you can (and should!) have the lawyer of your choice represent you at
that hearing.

If you win at the hearing, the suspension ends, and you can keep
driving. If not, you can apply for a “route restricted license” that lets
you go to places like work or school.

While getting a reinstatement can be tough, it is often worthwhile to
minimize the impact of a DUI charge on your life.

What If | Was In an Accident?

If you were arrested on suspicion of DUI after a crash, you have two
challenges to juggle: the DUI arrest and the accident itself.
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Gathering the evidence we’ve listed above will be more important than
ever in proving your case. You’ll also want to take the following steps:

* Get copies of any accident or police reports that were made. If
anyone stopped at the accident scene to help, see whether you
can get their contact information as well.

* See your doctor for an extensive medical evaluation that
documents and logs any injuries from the accident. Remember
that some common car accident injuries, like neck strain caused
by whiplash, can take hours or even days to manifest fully. Return
to the doctor if you develop new symptoms or treatment isn’t
helping.

* Notify your insurance company that the accident has occurred.
But be careful! Statements you give your insurance company can
negatively affect both your DUI case and your claim for insurance
coverage. Stick to the facts: what kind of accident you had (rear-
end, sideswipe, etc.), where it happened, at what time, and who
was involved. Never give a written or recorded statement to your
insurance company without talking to your lawyer first.

If you were in an accident, a medical examination is a must. The exam
can help establish your existing state of health and treat any injuries
you may have suffered during the accident or the DUI arrest process.
During your appointment, plan to discuss the following issues:

* Current diagnoses and medical conditions. Talk about the
medical conditions you already have, and how well your current

treatment plan is helping you manage them. Ask your doctor how
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these conditions or your treatments (like medication) might
interact with alcohol or other substances.

* Current medications. Many prescription medications interact
with alcohol, or with one another. These interactions can produce
behavior that mimics intoxication, even though your mind and
reflexes are sharp. Review your current medications with your
doctor or pharmacist and talk about side effects.

* Any undiagnosed conditions or new symptoms. Are you having
new symptoms, unusual symptoms, or symptoms that you have
had for a while but haven’t been checked out by a doctor?
Sometimes, a medical examination following a DUI arrest finds a
medical condition that wouldn’t have been “caught” otherwise.

If you were injured, naturally, discussing and treating your injuries
should be your top priority during your doctor’s appointment. Tell your
doctor the facts of what happened: “I was in an accident. My car ran
into a light pole.” The facts help your doctor to diagnose and treat your
injuries correctly.

Even if you received emergency medical care at the scene of the
accident, or at the jail, make an appointment with your own doctor as
soon as you can. Paramedics and jail medical staff have a specific job: to
stabilize patients and patch up visible, acute injuries. Often, they lack
both the training and the time to do a proper comprehensive exam —
and they certainly lack the familiarity with your medical history that
your own primary care doctor has.
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Finally, you may see your doctor only to discover there is too much to
talk about in one appointment. If this happens, don’t hesitate to make a
second appointment so you can get the care you need.

Choosing the Right DUI Lawyer For You

Many people never set foot in a jail, police station, or courtroom until a
DUI arrest. Often, they do not have a lawyer of their own, and they
have little experience choosing a lawyer for a criminal case.

If you’re not sure where to look for a DUI lawyer, start here:
Beginning Your Search
Commonly-used sources for attorney information include:

* Online searches. Your favorite search engine will give you a list of
the DUI lawyers in your area quickly. To narrow down the results,
use specific search terms: for instance, searching for “Myrtle
Beach DUI lawyer” will give you more local results than simply
searching for “defense lawyer” or “DUI lawyer.”

* Attorney ranking sites. Companies like Avvo and Martindale-
Hubbell specialize in gathering information on lawyers and their
practices. You can search by specialty, such as “criminal defense”
or “DUI law,” as well as by location. You can also read reviews
from previous clients.

* Word of mouth. Positive referrals from people who have worked
with a lawyer before can help you choose an attorney. However,
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when you ask for referrals, remember: no two DUI cases are
exactly alike. You want a lawyer who will look for opportunities to
get the best results in your case — not one who treats DUI cases
like “cookie-cutter” work.

Although these sources can help you find out which lawyers are
available in your area, they may not help you decide which lawyer is the
best for you. To do that, you’ll need to call a few of your top choices
and ask questions.

Key questions for prospective lawyers include:

* How long have you been practicing DUl defense law in Myrtle
Beach? Experience matters in every area of law, including DUI
defense. So does a familiarity with the courts, people, and
locations around the Myrtle Beach area.

* What kind of experience do you have handling a case like mine?
Every DUI case is a little different. You’ll want a lawyer who has
handled the details that appear in your case before, whether
those include a botched breath test or a multi-car accident.

* How many cases have you taken to jury trial? What were the
results? Although many cases are resolved before trial, a jury trial
is one option — and one of your rights. Choose a lawyer who has
seen a jury trial through to the end and achieved successful
results.

* Who will work on my case in your office? Very few lawyers do
everything in a DUI case on their own. Most work with a team,
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which may include other attorneys, paralegals, or legal
secretaries. Find out who your “point of contact” at the office will
be, so you can have questions answered in a timely manner.

What challenges do you see in my case? Every DUI case presents
some challenges. Your lawyer should be able to explain where the
main “sticking points” are in your case and what they mean for
the potential results.

How will you communicate with me about my case? Will the
office call you, email you — or say nothing until you contact them?
Make sure the attorney and staff communicate at a level that
works for you.

What are the potential fees and costs? Your lawyer should give
you a realistic view of the costs and fees related to the case.
Choose a lawyer who can work within your budget.

Don’t be afraid to ask these questions of every lawyer you’re
considering. The best DUI attorneys welcome questions: they show that
you have done your homework and that you are committed to winning
your DUI case.

When you call, ask whether your initial consultation (at which you ask
the questions above) is free. Consultations of any kind with a lawyer’s
office are confidential, as well. The goal of the consultation is to help
you decide if you are comfortable with the lawyer, and to help the
lawyer decide if your case can succeed.

Triage For Your Life: How to Handle Everything Else
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After a DUI arrest or charge, the legal battle is just one of the
challenges you face. You may also need to arrange for child care,
explain what happened to your boss or school, and get around without
a car. Here, we offer some resources for tackling “everything else.”

Work and School After a DUI Arrest

Will a DUI arrest affect your job or schooling? It’s an important
guestion —and one that you can take specific steps to answer.

Can | be fired for a DUI?
South Carolina is an “at-will” employment state. In other words, unless
your contract says otherwise, you can be fired for any reason or no
reason at all —including a DUI.

But whether you can be fired and whether you will be fired are two

different questions. You’re more likely to face termination after a DUI
if:

* Your job requires you to drive, or to do other things you cannot
do after a DUI conviction. For example, if your job requires a CDL,
you may be fired because you cannot do your job as long as your
CDL is suspended.

* Your company has policies that require firing if you’re convicted.
Some companies have a policy that requires anyone convicted of
a crime to be fired — no matter what it is. Your employee
handbook can give you more information.
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* Your contract says you should be fired. If you have a contract,
pull it out and read it. The sections that explain what should
happen to workers who are convicted of crimes will control the
situation with your employer.

Are you at the mercy of your employer? Not necessarily. Here are
active steps you can take to keep your job after a DUI:

* Fight the charges and challenge your license suspension. Your
DUI lawyer can help you fight the charges, as well as a license
suspension. If you win, you aren’t convicted — so your employer
cannot argue you should be fired for a conviction.

* Ask for alternate work. If your DUI or license suspension prevents
you from doing your current job, ask for a work assignment you
can do. You can also ask to “split” tasks with co-workers — for
instance, perhaps someone else takes over your daily deliveries,
and you take over their paperwork.

* Remind your boss of your value. It can be hard for some
managers to see past a DUI, especially if they’ve never had any
trouble with the law themselves. Remind them of what you have
accomplished and how you have gone “above and beyond.”
Explain how important it is to you that this one mistake doesn’t
prevent you from continuing to do your job well.

Can | be kicked out of school?
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Colleges and universities each have their own rules on how to treat
students who receive criminal charges or convictions. To know what
your school will do, you’ll need to look at the school’s policies.

Be alert! A DUI can have far-reaching effects on your education and
career, even if you're allowed to complete your schooling. Think about
how your DUI will affect these areas of your education:

* Your program of study. If you are majoring in a field that requires
a license, like nursing or teaching, talk to your advisor or the dean
of your college. In some cases, a conviction will prevent you from
doing that job even if you finish your major. If this happens,
consider switching majors as soon as you can.

* Your financial aid. Some financial aid plans include rules that
allow the program to revoke your financial aid if you are convicted
of a crime. Check your paperwork to see how a DUI might affect
your financial aid.

* Participation in sports or other groups. If you are a college
athlete, a member of an honors program, or part of another
school group, check the group’s rules and policies. A DUI
conviction might require the group or team to suspend you — or
kick you out altogether.

Just like with a job, you can take active steps to protect your interests
when it comes to school. For example:

18

Call the Greg McCollum Complete Legal Defense Team at (843) 626-5480 for a
confidential consultation with an experienced South Carolina DUI attorney; or visit
http://completelegaldefenseteam.com/ for more information.



* Find out how the DUI gets reported to the school. Find out who
receives the report when a student is convicted of a crime, so you
know who to talk to and what to prepare for.

* Discuss your school concerns with your lawyer. Your lawyer may
be able to represent you if the school tries to suspend or expel
you.

* Be proactive about missed time from school. If you’re going to
miss classes for court dates, treatment, or related issues, talk to
your professors before you miss class. If you need to take time off
due to a suspended license, time in a treatment program, or a jail
sentence, talk to your advisor about your options. You may be
able to take a semester off, study online, or find other ways to
keep making progress toward your degree.

Life Hacks for Life Without a Car

After a DUI arrest, your driver’s license is suspended. A conviction
comes with additional suspension time — time that you cannot drive
without risking another arrest, conviction, and more penalties.

But just because your driving privileges disappear doesn’t mean that
your responsibilities do. You still need to get to work, run errands, and
help your family.

How can you tackle this problem? Here are some “life hacks” for getting
around without getting behind the wheel:

1. Reach out to your friends.
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Ask friends and family members if you can ride along when they do
their errands to the grocery store, laundromat, or bank. If you have
children, ask their friends’ parents if your kids can carpool to school,
sports, and hobbies. Often, it’s no trouble at all to add one more person
to a trip that was already planned — but you won’t know until you ask.

2. Research delivery and online options.

Services like Instacart, FreshDirect, Peapod, and Amazon Prime will ship
food, cleaning supplies, and other staples right to your door, so you
don’t have to travel. Many local businesses will also pick up and drop
off laundry. And don’t forget to check the websites of the businesses
you visit most — many have web or smartphone apps that will let you
deposit checks, refill prescriptions, and even pay your bills from the
comfort of your own living room.

3. Become a master of Uber, Lyft, or the local bus routes.

Some U.S. cities have great transportation. Others... less so. Start by
finding out which one you live in: local bus, train and subway schedules
are commonly posted online, and some even have tracking apps you
can use to find out whether public transit is running on schedule. If
public transit isn’t an option, look into ride-sharing services like Uber or
Lyft.

Once you know the schedule, start looking at ways to fit it into your
routine. For instance, the bus might drop you off at work half an hour
early — but you might be able to spend that time in the local library or
picking up groceries.

20
Call the Greg McCollum Complete Legal Defense Team at (843) 626-5480 for a

confidential consultation with an experienced South Carolina DUI attorney; or visit
http://completelegaldefenseteam.com/ for more information.



4. Ask about flex time, telecommuting, or online options.

At work, ask your boss about flex time or telecommuting. Flex time lets
you shift the beginning or end of your workday, so you’re doing the
same number of hours, but not at the same time. For instance, instead
of your usual 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., you might be able to work from
7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., allowing you to take the bus to work and meet
your kids when they get out of school. Telecommuting — and its
academic “twin,” online classes — allow you to work from anywhere in
the world with an Internet connection.
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Section 2: Crafting a Smart, Aggressive DUI
Defense

During your DUI arrest, the police might act as if they have an “open
and shut” case against you. Don’t believe it. Proving a DUl in court is
often tougher for police and prosecutors than it sounds.

In this section, we’ll talk about the “building blocks” of a smart,
aggressive DUI defense, including:

* Strategies your lawyer may use to challenge the evidence in your
case,

* Ways to point out the limitations of blood and breath tests,

* How to recognize and protect your Constitutional rights.

We’ll also give you a “road map” to the DUI case process, from arrest to
the case’s resolution and even appeal. While this map can’t substitute
for a conversation with your own lawyer, it can help you know what to
expect.

Strategies for Strong DUI Defenses

In any DUI defense, the best arguments in your favor depend on the
specific facts of your case. The arguments that worked for another
person may not work for you, and you may have a strong argument
that would not have worked for someone else.
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Any argument raised in a DUl defense usually falls into one of two
categories:

* You did nothing wrong. These arguments point out that you did
not violate South Carolina law. Common examples include “my
blood alcohol level was below the legal limit,” “I was alert and
able to control my vehicle,” or “I was not driving.”

* Your rights were violated. These arguments don’t ask whether or
not you violated the law. Instead, they point out that no matter
what happened, police or prosecutors violated your Constitutional
rights. Common examples include “l was questioned without
being read my Miranda rights,” “evidence was collected from me
without a warrant when there should have been one,” or “the
prosecution withheld information during discovery.”

Breath and Blood Testing: What You Need to Know
DUI stands for “driving under the influence.” To convict you of driving
under the influence, prosecutors must prove that you actually were

driving “under the influence.”

To make this argument, prosecutors typically rely on one of three types
of evidence:

* Notes from field sobriety tests,
* Breath test results, or
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* Blood test results.

Although all three sound scientific, all three can face significant errors
that call their usefulness as evidence into question.

Field Sobriety Tests

Field sobriety tests are legendary, and there are dozens of them,
including the famous “say the alphabet backwards” test. Today, most
police forces rely on three tests:

* Horizontal Gaze Nystagmus: This test tracks eye movements for
nystagmus, or jerking of the eye. It requires medical training to do
effectively — training few police officers have.

* Walk and Turn: In this test, a person is asked to walk a straight
line in a specific way. Officers are trained to ignore factors like
age, fitness, or disability, even though these have a profound
effect on the results.

* One-Leg Stand. Like the walk and turn, this test — asking a person
to stand on one leg in a specific way — ignores factors that can
greatly affect the ability to complete it. The type of shoe worn can
also make the test difficult or impossible.

If you were given one or more field sobriety tests, it is vital that you
work with a lawyer who knows how to challenge these tests in court.

Breath Testing
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Breath testing is one way that a police officer tries to get a
measurement of a person’s blood alcohol concentration, or BAC. When
police claim yours is an “open and shut” case, they often do it on the
basis of your breath test results. For instance, you may hear, “you blew
a 0.12, you're guilty.”

In fact, breath tests are not infallible. Readings can be inconsistent,
even from the same device. The devices themselves are “touchy” and
need to be calibrated correctly in order to produce accurate readings.
And the readings themselves are only accurate to two decimal places.
In other words, a reading of 0.07 might be accurate (and below the
legal limit), but a reading of 0.079 might not be.

South Carolina is an “implied consent” state. This means that when you
drive in South Carolina, you are presumed to have agreed to take a
breath test whenever an officer asks for one. If you refuse, your driver’s
license will be suspended.

Blood Tests
Blood tests are treated differently than breath tests in South Carolina.

Generally speaking, if the police want a blood draw, they can’t rely on
your “implied consent.” Instead, one of two things has to happen:

* You are injured, unconscious, or dead, or

* You consent to the blood draw.
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If none of these factors applies, police will need to get a warrant before
drawing your blood. A blood draw has to be taken within three hours of
the time you were last driving.

A blood sample is typically tested on a machine called a gas
chromatograph. To give accurate results, the machine must be fully
functional, calibrated correctly, and operated by a scientist who
understands how to perform tests on that particular machine. If any
problems occurred in this process, your test results may be in doubt —
and your lawyer can find out.

If your blood is tested in the hospital or a clinic, other problems may
arise. For instance, many hospitals use a serum test rather than a whole
blood test, which can result in errors or misreadings. In addition,
hospitals rarely keep a “back up” sample for comparison — so if the test
was wrong, there is no way to know what the right result would have
been.

Entire police manuals have been devoted to the “scientific” description
and preparation of these tests. As a result, many people take them
more seriously than they deserve. No matter how carefully they are
performed, these tests rely on a police officer’s subjective, personal
observations in the moment — not on the observable, repeatable
methods and results that are at the heart of the practice of science.

Know Your Rights!

No matter what you have done, you have certain rights under the U.S.
Constitution and the South Carolina state constitution. And no matter
what you have done, police and prosecutors must respect these rights.
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Your Rights During Arrest

From the moment police stop you until you are formally charged, you
have certain rights. These include:

* Probable cause and reasonable suspicion. You have a right not to
be stopped by police unless they can show “reasonable suspicion”
for making the stop. Reasonable suspicion and probable cause
frequently come up in DUI cases where the driver was not
violating any laws before being pulled over.

* Certain privacy rights. Generally speaking, police must have a
warrant in order to search you or seize any of your property —
unless an exception applies. For instance, police may search you
and your vehicle as part of their arrest of you. To draw your
blood, however, they must have a warrant unless they can show
that one of four very specific exceptions applies.

Rights during questioning. Most Americans can recite the
Miranda warnings along with their favorite TV shows: “You have
the right to remain silent....” In fact, your Miranda rights apply
specifically to any questioning that happens while you are in
police custody. In other words, if police want to ask you questions
while you are under arrest, you have the right not to say anything
—and generally you have the right to have a lawyer present when
you do talk. In a DUl arrest, the police are required to offer a
breath test for you to take. Since the breath test must be given
shortly after arrest, you will not have the opportunity to consult
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an attorney. You may ask for a lawyer before answering questions
and you may legally refuse the breath test.

* Right to a prompt arraignment. In South Carolina, you must
appear before a judge to hear the charges and enter a plea
(usually “not guilty”). If police or prosecutors dawdle, they may
violate your rights.

Your Rights From Arrest to Verdict

After you are arrested and make your first appearance, you have the
right to be treated as “innocent until proven guilty.” What does this
mean?

Among other things, it means you have the right to:

* A reasonable expectation of privacy in your home and person. In
other words, if police want to search your house or workplace,
they’ll need to get a warrant.

* Say nothing to police and prosecutors unless your lawyer is with
you. Anything you say might be used against you in court — but
you still have the right to say nothing at all. You also have the
right to refuse to talk to police or prosecutors unless you can have
your lawyer present.

* Decline to testify on your own behalf. Whether or not you testify
in your own DUI case is entirely up to you. Because this decision
can have a profound effect on your case, you should always talk

to your lawyer before making up your mind.
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* Decide to take a plea deal or to go to trial. The prosecution may
offer you a “plea bargain,” in which you plead guilty in exchange
for a lenient sentence. You have the right to talk to your lawyer
about the benefits and risks, and to make your own decision
about whether to take this deal or go to trial.

Criminal law is complex, and you have many rights that are not
specifically listed here. Your lawyer can give you a clearer
understanding of which of your rights is important at each step of the
trial and how to protect them.

Watch out! Avoid talking about your case on social media. Police and
prosecutors can use your statements against you in court. Discuss your
case only in private conversations with your lawyer, healthcare
providers, and immediate family until it is completed.

On the Road: A Map of the DUI Process

Every DUI begins with an arrest, and an arrest usually begins when the
driver is pulled over or encounters an accident. During a traffic stop,
you may be asked to take one or more “field sobriety tests” - which, as
we mentioned above, have their own problems.

Arrest is often followed by “booking” at the local jail. You’ll appear
before a judge to hear what the charge is and to receive a quick briefing
on your rights, including your right to have a lawyer to represent you
throughout the process. This step is known as an “arraignment” or a
“first appearance.” You may be expected to post bail, or you may be
released without paying a bail amount.
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Then you’ll need to find a lawyer. And you’ll need to be ready to help
your lawyer build your case.

How can | prepare to help my lawyer?

At your first interview with your chosen attorney, be ready to talk
about the following things:

* What happened - in as much detail as you can remember. Times,
places, distances, how you traveled, who else was there, what you
did (or did not) drink. Making a timeline before you meet your
lawyer can help jog your memory and give you a place to write
down details as you remember them.

* Your medical history. Be ready to discuss your medical
conditions, any medications you take, and when you last saw a
doctor.

* Your criminal background (if any) in South Carolina or other
states. An arrest, charge, or conviction in any state might affect
your sentence if you are convicted of DUI in South Carolina. Be
prepared to give your lawyer the facts.

Also, bring copies of any paperwork related to your DUI arrest or
charge. This might include notices of license suspensions, copies of
police reports, or copies of hospital paperwork.

In addition to talking to you about your case, your lawyer will engage in
a process called “discovery.” Discovery is the formal process of
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gathering and sharing information so that each side in the DUI case can
learn what the other side knows, gather information, and pinpoint any
issues that can be resolved without going to trial.

In a typical DUI case, discovery includes items like medical records,
contact information for witnesses, police reports, photographs, maps or
diagrams, and copies of guidelines for conducting field sobriety tests
and blood or breath tests.

The length of time used on discovery depends on how complex your
case is. In many DUI cases, discovery takes only a few weeks. If the
prosecution attempts to delay discovery, your lawyer may be able to
use that delay to argue in your favor.

Discovery helps DUI defendants far more often than it hurts them.
Federal law requires both the prosecution and the defense to share
information with each other. Most importantly, police and prosecutors
are required to share all evidence — including any evidence they have
that proves you are not guilty.

The Trial Process

Many DUI defense cases are settled without a trial. However, a trial is
your Constitutional right, and if the facts indicate serious doubt about
your guilt, a trial might be your best choice. Your lawyer can help you
weigh your options.

In South Carolina, criminal trials typically include the following steps:
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* Jury selection. The members of the jury are chosen, and the judge
tells them what they have to do.

* Preliminary matters. The lawyers work with the judge to address
legal motions or handle other matters related to the trial.

* Opening statements. Opening statements traditionally “kick off”
a trial. Each side’s lawyer explains which facts they intend to
prove and asks the jury to rule in their favor.

* Prosecution’s case in chief. The prosecution calls witnesses and
provides evidence. The prosecutor’s goal is to prove every
element of the charge you face beyond a reasonable doubt.

* Defense’s case in chief. The defense calls witnesses and provides
evidence. The defense’s goal is to demonstrate that reasonable
doubt exists. If even one element of the charge cannot be proven
beyond a reasonable doubt, you must be found “not guilty.”

* Closing statements. Once each side has presented its case, they
each make a closing statement. These statements are intended to
persuade the jury to rule in that side’s favor.

* Jury instructions and deliberation. After the judge reads detailed
instructions to the jury, the jurors move to the jury room to
discuss the verdict. In most DUI cases, this process takes no more
than an hour.

* Verdict. The jury returns to the courtroom and announces the

verdict. If the verdict is “guilty,” the judge and lawyers work
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together to schedule a sentencing date. If the verdict is “not
guilty,” the case is over and you are not convicted.

* Sentencing. Each side argues for or against certain penalties, like
jail, probation, or treatment. The judge hears these arguments
and makes a decision.

Most DUI trials take only one day in court to complete. However, a trial
may be longer if there are several charges or the issues are particularly
complex.
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Section 3: Answers to FAQs About Myrtle
Beach DUI Defense

Here are some of the most commonly-asked questions about DUI
defense in Myrtle Beach —and the answers.

What if | injured someone during my DUI?

During a DUI, another person may be injured in an accident, because
they were a passenger in your car, or because there was a fight or other
attack. If this happens, you may face criminal charges related to the
injury, as well as to the DUI.

Choose a lawyer who has experience representing clients with multiple
DUI-related charges. Often, your lawyer can address the injury-related
charge and the DUI together: for instance, certain facts that “prove”
you caused the injury may disprove that you committed a DUI, or vice
versa.

Keep your rights in mind: you still have the right to stay silent and to be
represented by a lawyer, for example. And make sure that you get a
comprehensive medical examination as soon as possible.

What if | was stopped for a DUI that involved drugs?

Although public health and police campaigns talk mostly about “drunk
driving,” a number of cases in South Carolina every year involve a driver
who was under the influence of over-the-counter, prescription, or
illegal drugs.
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Here’s what you need to know:

* Just because medication is legal doesn’t mean it’s safe to
drive while you take it. Many prescription, and even some
over-the-counter medications can impair your ability to drive
safely.

* Drugs affect everyone differently. The side effects you
experience —including impairment — depend on your body’s
chemistry, your metabolism, other drugs you are taking, and
even whether you have eaten or slept recently. A medical
examination is a must.

* Many police officers don’t have the training they need to
accurately determine if someone is “under the influence” of
drugs. Many DUI arguments based on non-alcoholic substances
rely on the officer’s observations — but many officers either
have inadequate training or no training at all when it comes to
spotting drug use and understanding its effects.

If your DUI involves the use of drugs, or a combination of alcohol and
drugs, talk to a lawyer as soon as you can. Ask your lawyer about their
experience handling DUIs like yours.

I’'m from out of state, and I’'m facing a DUl in Myrtle Beach. What do |
need to know?

Nobody comes to South Carolina for a DUl — but, unfortunately, some
visitors find themselves facing charges. Here’s what you need to know:
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* Your DUI may affect your driving privileges back home. Even
though your driver’s license is from another state, South Carolina
can still suspend your driving privileges while you’re in the state —
and there is a good chance your home state will suspend your
license as well. If you are convicted, your record both at home
and in South Carolina will be affected.

* You may be able to fight your DUI from home. You may need to
go home before your case has ended — for work, school, or other
obligations. If this is the case, your lawyer may be able to help you
resolve the DUI without having to travel back to South Carolina.

| got stopped for DUI but | was under the legal limit. What’s going on?

Like other states, the legal limit in South Carolina is a 0.08% blood
alcohol concentration (BAC). However, even though your test results
came in under 0.08, you may still face a DUI charge.

There are several possible reasons for this. For instance, the officer may
arrest you because the officer thinks you are too intoxicated to drive,
even though your BAC was under the limit. Or the combination of
alcohol with other medications or controlled substances might impair
your ability to drive safely, even though you had very little to drink.

Since these cases depend on facts like your medical history, your
health, and your behavior during the stop, it’s vital to work with a
lawyer to uncover the facts and challenge the charges.
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How can | help my college-age child or family member face a DUl in
Myrtle Beach?

If a child or family member is the one facing a DUI, here’s what you can
do to help:

* Research lawyers. Giving your loved one a list of experienced DUI
defense lawyers in the area can make it easier for them to find
the right attorney for their case more quickly.

* Run errands if requested. Your loved one’s driver’s license has
most likely been suspended, which prevents them from driving.
Offer to help them run errands or take care of children.

* Focus on resolving the problem. You may be feeling a mix of
emotions: fear, worry, frustration, even anger. Help your loved
one by focusing on concrete steps you can take to support them.
When you talk about your feelings, use “1” statements: “I feel
angry and betrayed because | believed you when you said you
would get a cab” allows you to state your feelings and seek
resolution, while “You lied to me about driving that night” is more
likely to put your loved one on the defensive.

What resources are available to help with possible addiction?

After a DUI, you may wonder if you have a drinking problem. If you do,
you’re not alone.
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Whether you are seeking treatment on your own or as part of a court-
mandated sentence or recovery plan, there are many resources in
Myrtle Beach and surrounding cities. Here are just a few of them:

Center of HOPE
104 George Bishop Parkway
Myrtle Beach, SC 29579

Coastal Recovery Center
1304 Azalea Court
Myrtle Beach, SC 29577

Wilmington Treatment Center
117 Holden Beach Road
Shallotte, NC 28459

What can | do to make sure this never happens again?

A DUl is a huge wake-up call for many people. Here are a few steps you
can take to answer that call and put your life back on track for success:

* Consider treatment options. A behavioral health program can
help you make better choices and provide the support you need
to commit to a healthier lifestyle — whether or not you have a
physical addiction to alcohol or drugs.

* Find habits and hobbies to replace your drinking. Exercise,
volunteer work, the arts, building things....there are many ways
you can find meaning and enjoy life without alcohol. By exploring
them, you open up your options —and meet new friends.
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* Improve your self-care and stress management. Eating better,
exercising, sleeping better, and learning techniques to manage
the “stress monster” will both redirect your focus and improve
your resilience — making you less likely to repeat mistakes.
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Section 4: Myrtle Beach DUI Resources

After a DUI, many people need help with everything from finding a
treatment program to picking up the groceries. Here are several
popular resources.

Counseling Centers

Center of HOPE
104 George Bishop Parkway
Myrtle Beach, SC 29579

Coastal Recovery Center
1304 Azalea Court
Myrtle Beach, SC 29577

Wilmington Treatment Center
117 Holden Beach Road
Shallotte, NC 28459

Transportation Services

Public Transportation: Myrtle Beach is served by Coast RTA. Routes,
schedules, and rates are available at the Coast RTA website.

Taxi Services: Popular taxi services in the Myrtle Beach area include
Absolute Taxi, City Cab of Myrtle Beach, and Yellow Cab of Myrtle
Beach.
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Ride-Sharing: Both Uber and Lyft offer ride-sharing options. The
smartphone apps for these services are free and available for both
iPhone and Android devices.

Delivery Options
Simply Groceries: Simply Groceries offers grocery delivery services in

Myrtle Beach through the company’s website,
www.simplygroceries.com.

Myrtle Beach Grocers: This family-owned delivery service delivers
groceries and other common household items to households in Myrtle
Beach, Pawleys Island, Surfside, Garden City, and Litchfield.
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Conclusion

Getting charged with a DUI has created huge and unexpected
challenges. But it doesn’t have to be the end of your goals or dreams.

After a DUI, you may struggle to get to work or school, or even to buy
groceries. Friends may become more distant; your boss may cut your
work hours or fire you altogether. On top of this, you’re probably asking
yourself: Was | really driving unsafely? Does this mean | have a
problem? How do | avoid ever doing this again?

You can go on to live well after a DUl —and many people do just that.
When you work with a lawyer to fight the charges, you preserve the
chance that you’ll be found not guilty, which keeps your record clean
and helps you avoid the penalties you would face if you plead guilty. If
you are convicted, you can take steps to protect your job and care for
your family. And if you do think you have a drinking problem, there are
many treatment options available to help you improve your life and
avoid another DUI charge in the future.

We created this handbook as a “starting point” for navigating a DUI
defense. For help, it’s best to work with an experienced Myrtle Beach
lawyer who can walk you through the legal process — so that you can
focus on getting the support you need to handle your real-life
obligations. Please call our team to schedule a private consultation and
get the peace of mind you need.
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DISCLAIMER for “Your Myrtle Beach
DUI Survival Guide: What to Expect,
and What to Do Now”

You understand that this book is not intended as a substitution for a
consultation with an attorney. Requesting this book or viewing the
information in it does not create an attorney-client relationship with The
Greg McCollum Complete Legal Defense Team or any of its attorneys. To
obtain legal advice, please engage the services of the Greg McCollum
Complete Legal Defense Team or another law firm of your choice. To
discuss engaging the Greg McCollum Complete Legal Defense Team to
help you with your DUI, please contact the firm.

GREG MCCOLLUM COMPLETE LEGAL DEFENSE TEAM IS PROVIDING
"YOUR MYRTLE BEACH DUI SURVIVAL GUIDE: WHAT TO EXPECT, AND
WHAT TO DO NOW” (HEREAFTER REFERRED TO AS "BOOK") AND ITS
CONTENTS ON AN "AS IS" BASIS AND MAKES NO REPRESENTATIONS OR
WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND WITH RESPECT TO THIS BOOK OR ITS CONTENTS.
GREG MCCOLLUM COMPLETE LEGAL DEFENSE TEAM DISCLAIMS ALL SUCH
REPRESENTATIONS AND WARRANTIES, INCLUDING FOR EXAMPLE
WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR
PURPOSE. IN ADDITION, GREG MCCOLLUM COMPLETE LEGAL DEFENSE
TEAM DOES NOT REPRESENT OR WARRANT THAT THE INFORMATION
ACCESSIBLE VIA THIS BOOK IS ACCURATE, COMPLETE OR CURRENT.

Except as specifically stated in this book, neither the Greg McCollum
Complete Legal Defense Team nor any authors, contributors, or other
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representatives will be liable for damages arising out of or in connection
with the use of this book. This is a comprehensive limitation of liability that
applies to all damages of any kind, including (without limitation)
compensatory; direct, indirect or consequential damages; loss of data,
income or profit; loss of or damage to property and claims of third parties.

You hereby release the Greg McCollum Complete Legal Defense Team and
the publisher from any liability related to this book to the fullest extent
permitted by law. This includes any damages, costs, or losses of any nature
arising from the use of this book and the information provided by this book,
including direct, consequential, special, punitive, or incidental damages,
even if the Greg McCollum Complete Legal Defense Team has been advised
of the possibility of such damages.
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